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The East Anglian Bluegrass Boys

Jchn@own band (Jchn on double bass)

John Pearman started EABME & the
Basingbourne Music College, 13 years
ago. Heran them therefor 2 years, then
decided to bring it to his home village,
Seeple Morden where it still thrives
today.

John died on 9th October 2006 but his
dream will always live on through the
fans of his events attending each year.

East Anglian Bluegrass events and
festivals are staged in the picturesque
settings of the Seeple Morden hall and
grounds. Many great names in bluegrass
from around the world have played
there, dongside our own home grown
bands.

The events are held in memory of John.

Grassroots

The members of Grassroots have enjoyed playing and singing
bluegrass music for over thirty years. The band was formed in
1973 with the line up of Kelvin Fosberry on banjo and
harmony vocals, Barry Martyn on mandolin and fiddle, Terry
McCarthy on lead and harmony vocals and Ron Nesbitt on
bass, lead and harmony vocals.

The band was very active in the mid 1970's playing folk clubs,
concerts and at Barn and Square dances with their caller,
Howard Marks. In 1977 the band's line up changed when
Terry left the group due to business commitments.

Terry was replaced on guitar by Bob Jamison, an American
studying in London, who immediately fitted in with the group
singing both tenor and lead vocals. The late 1970's early 80's
were extremely busy for the band, with success coming in
numerous country music competitions and the release of
three LP's. Without doubt the high spot for the group was an
invitation to represent Great Britain at the 1979 Nashville Fan
Fair where they played on both the International and
Bluegrass Shows and performed on stage with the father of
bluegrass, Bill Monroe.

With Bob Jamison returning to America in 1982 the band was
largely inactive until when in 1989 Terry McCarthy rejoined.
The CD 'Full Circle' released in 1994 confirmed that
Grassroots had indeed returned to their roots. On this album
as with many gigs in the mid nineties the violinist Ivor Otley
joined the band on fiddle. Ivor currently resides in The
Republic Of Ireland. Ivor was eventually replaced on fiddle by
Gina Richardson, also classically trained, who stayed with the
group until the autumn of 2003. Gina is currently a member of
Deep River.

Today some 34 years after its conception the band is
still going strong, playing numerous concerts and
festivals both in the U.K. and continental Europe. Their
latest CD, released in January 2006, 'All Traditional' is
a mixed media CD that when played on a PC can
provide tablature (and music notation) for the harmony
parts for prospective bluegrass vocalists.

Since October 2003, Grassroots have been joined by
veteran bluegrass virtuoso Rick Townend on fiddle,
who although new to the band, brings with him a
wealth of experience playing bluegrass music at the
highest level. http://www.grassrootsband.co.uk/

The Off Chords Bluegrass
band comprises of
Howard Burton (banjo),
Mark Jones (guitar),
Charlie Ogunremi
(mandolin) and Richard
Eyres (dog house bass).
All the players are
seasoned Bluegrass
performers in their own
right, and have played in
Bluegrass bands all over
the world, and are
presently based in East
Anglia.

The Off Chords are true to the roots of Bluegrass, and
really enjoy putting their individualism on some great
traditional Bluegrass songs, but are also equally
accomplished with more contemporary songs as well,
including some original tunes to boot! Having a band
with strong musicians, the band features a healthy
amount of Bluegrass instrumentals in their set too.

So in a nut shell, a band that embraces all the facets
of Bluegrass music in to their show.

htto://www_howardburton.co.uk/offchords.html

Thank you for your kind support to these special events, we hope
you have a good time and we are open to comments to improve
on the events, so sit back and enjoy the music!!

N Support British Bluegrass join the
BBMR@ BBMA today! Full details from
www.britishbluegrass.co.uk




